How to file for UI/PUA in Washington
Unemployment Law Project
Abbreviations defined:

1. UI: Unemployment
Insurance (UI) refers to
state programs designed
to partially replace your
regular earnings and
help you meet expenses
while you look for
another job. For
eligibility in Washington,
see the UI Application
Checklist.
2. PUA: Pandemic

Unemployment
Assistance (PUA) is a
program that
temporarily expands UI
eligibility to selfemployed workers,
freelancers, independent
contractors, and parttime workers who are
unemployed or partially
unemployed because of
the pandemic. For
eligibility, see the PUA
Application Checklist.

**Issue: Answering "Are you available for work?"**
A question in the applications process has created confusion and kept some
people from receiving unemployment insurance (UI) or Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance (PUA) benefits. It has to do with a basic requirement
of PUA and UI in general: You must be available to work. This document is not
intended to give legal advice. Instead, it is meant to provide some guidance
while applying for benefits. If you have any questions, please contact the
Unemployment Law Project.

The Question Creating Confusion
In Section 3 of the application, the “Your Occupation” section, one of the
questions is "Are you physically able to work and available to work?”
This question is asking: If COVID-19, a layoff, or your kids' being out of school
were not an issue affecting your work right now, would you otherwise be able to
work and available for work? During COVID-19, most people should answer
“yes” to this question.

Click on YES to Continue Applying for Benefits

Unemployment Law Project
Seattle: (206) 441-9178 or
(888) 441-9178
Spokane: (509) 624-9178
or (888) 940-9178

How long do you have to apply?
PUA is only available until December 26, 2020 in Washington State.

Additional Resources
For more guidance on what the questions are asking of you, see the guide for
expanded benefits or download the PUA-Guidance in English or Spanish.

