How to file for PUA in Washington
Unemployment Law Project
Abbreviations defined:
1. UI: Unemployment
Insurance (UI) is a state
program designed to partially
replace your regular earnings
and help you meet expenses
while you look for another
job. For eligibility, see the UI
Application Checklist.
2. PUA: Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance
(PUA) is a program that
temporarily expands UI
eligibility to self-employed
workers, freelancers,
independent contractors, and
part-time workers who are
unemployed or partially
unemployed because of the
pandemic. For eligibility, see
the PUA Application
Checklist.
3. PEUC: The Pandemic
Emergency Unemployment
Compensation (PEUC) is a
13-week extension of regular
UI for those who exhausted
those benefits after July 1,
2019.

Unemployment Law Project
Seattle: (206) 441-9178 or
(888) 441-9178
Spokane: (509) 624-9178
or (888) 940-9178

Issue
Some questions in the application process have created confusion and kept
some people from applying for (and receiving) Pandemic Unemployment
Assistance (PUA) benefits. Because of this issue, they are not being considered
for benefits that they otherwise could be getting. This document is not intended
as legal advice. It is meant to provide some guidance in applying for PUA. If
you have any questions, please contact the Unemployment Law Project.

Do I qualify?
If you are not eligible for UI—for example, you were self-employed or an
independent contractor—you may be eligible to receive PUA. But the
Employment Security Department (ESD) will not automatically evaluate your
eligibility for PUA. You actively need to apply for PUA through your SAW (or eServices) account. For more information on PUA eligibility, please visit the PUA
application.

How long do I have to apply?
PUA and PEUC are only available until December 26, 2020 in Washington State.

How do I apply for PUA?
Step 1: Click on YES to apply for PEUC

Step 2: You will get a warning that going on with the PEUC request will “restart the claim.” DO
NOT let this message concern you.
Selecting “Next” will not reset the claims process. Go ahead and click “Yes,” then select “Next” to apply for
PEUC benefits in order to get to the PUA application.

Step 3: Possible need to refresh screen.
Once you submit your application for PEUC, you may see an alert or an option to apply for PUA. However, if
you do not see this option, you may need to refresh or log out then log back into your SAW (or e-Services)
account.

Step 4: Answer PUA questions and Submit.
Once you are able to see and select the “Apply for a COVID-19 PUA Claim,” you will be provided with a series
of questions. The answers to the questions won’t always be obvious. For more direction on answering the
PUA eligibility questions, please visit the webpage Guidance for answering the PUA eligibility questions, or
download the PUA-Guidance document in English or Spanish.

Step 5: ESD issues a Determination Letter approving or denying your PUA benefits.
Once you submit your PUA application, you will receive several Determination Letters, including a monetary
determination and determination of your eligibility for PUA benefits. If it turns out that you are eligible for PUA,
you will begin to receive your benefits. For any weeks between April 4 and July 25 that you are eligible for
benefits, you should automatically receive $600 in Pandemic Unemployment Compensation added to your PUA
benefits.
If you have been denied PUA benefits, you have the right to appeal and have a hearing before an
administrative law judge. Please do not ignore Denial Letters.

Do you still have questions about PUA?
Contact the Unemployment Law Project
Seattle:

(206) 441-9178
(888) 441-9178

Spokane:

(509) 624-9178
(888) 940-9178

